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Introduction

1)  legislative background,
2)  targets for consumption of electricity from RES and CHP, 
3)  RES and CHP electricity support mechanism,

a)  certificate of origin,
b)  circulation and redemption property rights,
c)  substitute fee,
d)  controlling of fulfilling the obligation,

4)  RES and CHP capacity and electricity generation,
5)  résumé.
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Legislative background

The Act of 10th April 1997 – Energy Law (Journal of Laws 2006, 
No 89, position. 625 with later changes)

Ordinance of Ministry of Economy of 14th August, 2008  on detailed range 
of obligations for obtaining and  presenting for redemption 
of certificates of origin,  for making substitute fees as well as for 
purchasing of energy and heat produced from renewable energy sources 
and confirmation of data concerning the quantity of electricity produced 
from renewable energy sources. (Journal of Laws 2005, No 261, pos. 2187)

Ordinance of Ministry of Economy of 26th September 2007 
on method data processing and detailed range of obligations 
for obtaining and  presenting for redemption of certificates of origin,  
for making substitute fees and confirmation of data concerning 
the quantity of electricity  produced from high efficiency cogeneration. 
(Journal of Laws 2007  No 185, pos. 1314)
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Targets for consumption of electricity from RES

Indicative target outlined for Poland in the EU Directive 2001/77/EC dated September 
27, on supporting of production of energy from renewable energy sources on the 
internal market, amounts to 7,5 %*)  in 2010.

Below numbers (described in the Ordinance of Ministry of Economy of 14th 
August, 2008 ), shall determine the way of reaching the indicative targets outlined 
in the EU Directive:

1) 7,0 %   - 2008, 6)  10,9 % - 2013,

2) 8,7 %   - 2009, 7)  11,4 % - 2014, 
3) 10,4 % - 2010, 8)  11,9 % - 2015,
4) 10,4 % - 2011, 9)  12,4 % - 2016,
5) 10,4 % - 2012, 10) 12,9 % -2017.

electricity sold to the final customers connected to the grid 
on the territory of the Republic of Poland

*) Renewable energy share within total energy usage in 2010.
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Targets for consumption of electricity from CHP

Below numbers (described in the Ordinance Ministry of Economy 
of 26th September, 2007) shall determined the way of reaching 
the indicative targets of CHP technologies :

Small (under 1 MW) or gas CHP:

2,7 % in 2008
2,9 % in 2009
3,1 % in 2010
3,3 % in 2011
3,5 % in 2012

Other CHP:

19,0 % in 2008
20,6 % in 2009 
21,3 % in 2010 
22,2 % in 2011
23,2 % in 2012

electricity sold to the final customers connected to the grid 
on the territory of the Republic of Poland 



RES and CHP electricity support mechanism

All RES and CHP have licenses granted by the President of the 
Energy Regulatory Office (ERO).

RES and CHP produce two items: energy and certificates 
of origin.

Priority of transmission electricity from RES and obligation 
of purchase of all RES electricity by the official energy supplier 
(at average electricity sale price in the preceding calendar year, 
155,44 PLN/MWh in 2009).

Priority of transmission electricity from CHP and obligation receipt 
of all CHP energy for the distribution or transmission system by the 
DSO or TSO.



Certificates of origin 

Certificates of origin are issued by the President of ERO 
at Producer of energy from RES or CHP request.

First of all certificate of origin contains: type (RES or CHP) name 
and address of the energy enterprise which generates electricity; 
name, location, type and capacity source; amount generated 
electricity submitted by the electricity system operator (TSO 
or DSO); period in which electricity was generated.

Certificates of origin are issued in two forms: as a paper document 
for Producer and as electronic information sending to the Polish
Power Exchange
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Circulation and redemption property rights

When certificates of origin are register on the Polish Power 
Exchange databases of the information about certificates of origin, 
they become the property rights at this moment.

The property rights arising of the certificate of origin are 
transferable and constitute an exchangeable commodity.

Upon a motion of the energy enterprise (which sells electricity 
to the final customers connected to the grid on the territory of the 
Republic of Poland) which is holder of the property rights arising 
of the certificate of origin, President ERO redemption the 
certificate of origin by the decision, completely or partially.

Redemption decision confirms fulfillment obligation regarding 
electricity from RES and CHP completely or partially.



Pictorial diagram of RES and CHP support system
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Substitute fee

Energy companies selling energy to the end users connected to the 
grid on the territory of the Republic of  Poland, are obligated to:

–Receive and present for redemption a RES and CHP energy 
certificate of origin to the President of the Energy Regulatory 
Office, or

–Pay a substitute fee accordingly to the number of missing 
certificates of origin.

The substitute fee shall constitute the revenue of National Fund 
for Environmental Protection and Water Management and shall be 
paid to separate bank account of Fund by 31 March each year. 



Level of substitute fee regarding RES

according to art. 9a point 2:

Oz – substitute fee in PLN,

Ozj– substitute fee unit 258,89 PLN/MWh in 2009,

Eo– the amount of electricity which is based on the obligation to acquire and
present certificates of origin for redemption in the given year in MWh,

Eu– the amount of electricity which been documented in the certificates of origin 
presented by the energy enterprise for redemption in the given year 
in MWh.

Oz = Ozj × (Eo – Eu)

The substitute fee unit Ozj is subject to an annual revaluation using 
the average annual total customer goods and services price index for 
the calendar year.



Level of substitute fee regarding CHP

Where:

Ozs – a substitute fee in PLN

Ozg – a substitute fee unit not lower than 15% and not higher than 110% of average electricity  
selling price on competitive market (gas cogeneration sources and with installed capacity  
below 1 MW), 128,80 PLN/MWh in 2009,

Eog– the amount of electricity which is equal the difference between the amount of electricity 
referred to the quota obligation for gas cogeneration units or below 1 MW, and the 
amount of electricity which has been documented in the certificates of origin issued for 
those units, presented by the energy enterprise for redemption in the given year in MWh,

Ozk – a substitute fee unit not lower than 15% and not higher than 40% of average electricity  
selling price on the competitive market (other cogeneration sources), 19,32 PLN/MWh in
2009

Eok– the amount of electricity which is equal the difference between the amount of electricity 
referred to the quota obligation for CHP units above 1 MW of installed capacity and not 
fired with gas and the amount of electricity which has been documented in the certificates 
of origin issued for those units, presented by the energy enterprise for redemption in the 
given year in MWh.

Ozs = Ozg × Eog + Ozk × Eok



System of controlling fulfilling the obligation

The National Fund for 
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Level of penalty

The penalty for not meeting the obligation of submitting the 
certificate of origin to redemption or paying substitute fee cannot 
be lower than:

Ko = 1,3 × (Oz – Ozz)
Where:

K – Penalty in a given year in PLN,

Oz –The amount due (calculated according to art. 9a point 2 for RES or calculated
according to art. 9a point 8a for CHP) substitutefee in the current year (in 

PLN),

Ozz – Substitute fee paid in the current year in PLN.

The penalty for not fulfilling the obligation of  submitting the certificate
of origin of RES and CHP to redemption or paying substitute fee is the 
income of the National Fund of Environmental Protection and Water 
Management.



RES Capacity 
31.12.2008
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RES electricity generation 
31.12.2008

5 229 525,674
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RES Energy mix 2007
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RES Energy mix 2008
31.12.2008
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CHP electricity generation 
31.12.2008 r.
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Changes, modifications, future plans

- certificates of origin for installation fired methane from 
the mine,

- certificates of origin for biogas pumped to grid,
- two types certificates of origin for one amount 

electricity,
- micro scale sources and problem with licenses for them,
- how support more expensive renewable technology ?
- mixed support system ?
- white certificates for energy efficiency,
- electricity coloring.
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